2jo                           Viscount Halifax

On October I2th the Archbishop had written to him:

I need not assure you how deeply I have been interested in your
letter about your approaching visit to France, and how greatly I
should rejoice were you able to set forward something which may
result ultimately in initial steps towards a closer association of the
whole Church of the West. But I do not think I could righdy go
quite so far as you suggest. Were the two Archbishops to write a
letter enclosing documents like Mr. Keble's sermon it could not
be regarded as other than an official pronouncement which I at
least am not prepared to make unless it had been done after con-
ference with the other Bishops and more deliberate decisions
about it___I am ready, however, to write to Cardinal Mercier.

You will let me say, my dear friend of many years, how entirely
I appreciate the motive you have at heart and how much I believe
may be done by your loving spirit in the use you make of special
opportunities, special knowledge, and special personal character-
istics which are your own.4

If Halifax went to Malines with no ofl&cial credentials, he
carried with ftim the good wishes of both Archbishops. Dr.
Lang wrote on October iyth:

You will now have received my letter as well as that of the
Archbishop of Canterbury about your journey. I am gready re-
lieved and pleased that you are not disappointed with his letter.
For the reasons I have given I think it deals with the situation in
the best possible way at the present stage. I agree with you that
formal conferences are almost useless unless they have been pre-
ceded by informal and private conferences to pave the way.

Once again let me send you Godspeed.5

Halifax met the Abbe at Calais on Monday, October lytk
On that day and the next they visited Poperinghe, Ypres,
Mount Kemmel, and the Messines Ridge, passing the night of
Tuesday at Brussels. On Wednesday they called on the Car-
dinal at Malines.